Medical Marijuana: Bad for Your Community
Fact Sheet
1. Regardless of any state laws, recreational marijuana use is still illegal on the federal level.


The Federal Drug Enforcement Administration has classified marijuana as a Schedule 1
controlled substance because of its high potential for abuse and the fact that there is no
currently accepted national standard for use as a medical treatment.

2. The expansion of marijuana use has a negative impact on surrounding business communities.
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Marijuana use and criminal involvement (other than drug use) are highly related.1



Medical marijuana is often sold by storefront dispensaries, not in medically controlled
circumstances, and is not monitored by physicians. In other states, the storefront dispensaries
have become magnets for crime and increase law enforcement costs.2



Common byproducts related to dispensaries include drug dealing, sales to minors, loitering,
heavy vehicle and foot traffic in retail areas, increased noise, robberies of customers near the
facilities and the loss of other commercial businesses that do not want to be located in the
vicinity of marijuana dispensaries. 3



According to statistics provided by the city’s Department of Safety, Denver recorded 7,000
reported crimes within 1,000 feet of dispensaries in the first six months of both 2012 and 2013.4



A study found employees who tested positive for marijuana have 55 percent more industrial
accidents and 85 percent more injuries than non‐users, and 78 percent have higher absentee
rates than non‐users.5



Drug‐using employees have been shown to have up to 300 percent higher medical costs, which
increase insurance rates for employers and employees.6
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3. Permitting establishments to sell marijuana for medical treatment purposes may impact
residential and commercial property values.


Colorado’s Northwest Region, where sales of marijuana are permitted in some counties, had a
fifth consecutive quarter of increased new listings over previous years, meaning more people
are trying to move away from the region. The region’s sales dropped two percent, one of only
two regions in the state showing a decline7, indicating fewer people want to purchase homes in
the area.



People are moving from Colorado’s Metro Region to counties in other regions such as the
Northeast, where recreational sales of marijuana are prohibited; sales of homes in the
Northeast Region have increased 19 percent.8

4. Expanding the use of marijuana, even for medical treatment purposes, may still have negative
impacts on the health and safety of the community.
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After marijuana was legalized in Colorado, several fourth‐graders were disciplined for selling and
swapping marijuana legally purchased by family members. The students were trading and selling
the marijuana at their elementary school.9



There are more than 120 ER visits related to marijuana use for every 100,000 people in the
United States.10



Studies have shown that marijuana plays a significant role in car accidents.11



Between 2006 and 2010, the Colorado Department of Highway Safety reported that at least 183
people were killed by drivers who tested positive for cannabis, after Colorado legalized
marijuana for medicinal purposes.12
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